
Draycott Community Primary School Phonics and Reading 

 

 

Statutory Requirements 

 
Statutory requirements for the teaching and learning of English are laid out in the 

National Curriculum English Document (2014) and in the Communication, Language and 

Literacy section of the Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage (2014). 

 

Teaching of Reading 

At Draycott, we believe that reading is an important life skill and we strive for all 

children to enjoy and value it. We recognise that enjoyment in reading arises from 

deriving meaning from text. It is our aim to develop and create passionate readers 

for life. 

 

In EYFS and Key Stage 1, discrete phonics lessons are taught daily. Children are grouped 

according to their ability as we believe that this is the most effective way of pupils making 

the best progress. We follow the ‘Letters and Sounds’‛ programme to teach phonics. 
The teaching of synthetic phonics continues throughout Years 1 and 2. Our programme 

is structured in such a way as to ensure the teaching of phonics is systematic and that 

progress is built on from year to year. By the end of Year 2, it is our expectation that 

the vast majority of children will be fluent readers and will no longer need explicit 

phonics teaching for reading. For those children who are not at the expected level by the 

end of Year 2, they are entered into a phonics programme to ensure accelerated progress in 

Key Stage 2. 

 

 

EYFS: 

Discrete phonics (20 minutes x5 per week) 

One to one reading (weekly) 

 

Key Stage 1: 

Discrete phonics (20 minutes x5 per week) 

One to one reading (weekly) 

Guided Reading (as appropriate - weekly) 

English lesson (1 hour x5 per week) 

 

Key Stage 2: 

Guided Reading (20 minutes x5 per week) 

English lesson (1 hour x5 per week) 

VCOP (15 minutes x5 per week) 

 

 



Baseline Expectations: 

 

- 1 to 1 reading must take place in Reception and every child must read once a 

week with an adult. 

 

- Guided Reading must take place every day in Years 1-6. This lesson should last 

at least 15 minutes. 

 

- Priority 1 to 1 reading with an adult must take place frequently for children that 

are below national expectations or target expectations (numbers of children will 

vary per class). 

 

Home Reading: 

 

In EYFS, KS1 and KS2, children take home a reading book based on their reading level. 

The children change their books on set days dependent on their year group. They 

select their own reading book and they record the title in their home Reading Record or 

class folder if they are free readers. 

Children may choose texts that they are familiar with or a new text. We expect 

children to read each evening at home with their families and to make comments in the 

reading record books. 

We use a range of reading schemes in order to give children a breadth of materials, focusing 

first on books which help reinforce phonic decoding skills, then introducing texts to develop 

sight vocabulary. As children progress they are introduced to a range of writing styles, 

including fiction, non-fiction and poetry. 

 

Reading for Pleasure: 

 

Each class has a designated Reading Corner, which is an engaging and comfortable 

environment to stimulate and engage children during quiet reading time. Each class also has 

a range of book titles for the children to choose from. These books are ‘real’ stories with 
interesting themes, which can stimulate points for discussion. 

Many exciting and rewarding activities are arranged in school to promote the pleasure 

and knowledge that can be gained from books. Some of these events include themed 

weeks, visits by published authors, skilled story tellers from many cultures, in-school 

performances by professional theatre groups, making books, using drama, dance and 

music to illustrate texts, all taught through our creative curriculum. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


