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Our Vision 
At Draycott, we place great emphasis on good speaking and listening skills. We aim 

for all our children to become clear communicators and to achieve success as confident 

readers and writers. English and Literacy is at the forefront of our priorities as a 

means of impacting on a broad and balanced curriculum. 

 

 

Aims 
We aim to develop pupils‛ abilities within an integrated programme of spoken language, 

reading and writing. Pupils will be given opportunities to incorporate the teaching of 

English across our creative curriculum curriculum, with opportunities to consolidate and 

reinforce literacy skills. 

 

 

We aim for pupils to be able to: 

 

 read and write with confidence, fluency and understanding, orchestrating a 

            range of independent strategies to self-monitor and correct 

 

 have an interest in books and read for enjoyment 

 

 have an interest in words, their meanings; developing a growing vocabulary in 

             spoken and written forms 

 

 understand a range of text types and genres – be able to write in a variety of 

             styles and forms appropriate to the situation 

 

 be developing the powers of imagination, inventiveness and critical awareness 

 

 have a suitable technical vocabulary to articulate their responses 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Statutory Requirements 

 
Statutory requirements for the teaching and learning of English are laid out in the 

National Curriculum English Document (2014) and in the Communication, Language and 

Literacy section of the Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage 

(2014). 

 

The Daily Teaching of Literacy 
In reading, we have implemented a reciprocal teaching approach to guided reading and 

this takes place daily, outside of the main Literacy lesson. In Early Years and Key Stage 

1, discrete phonics lessons are taught daily. Children are grouped according to their 

ability as we believe that this is the most effective way of pupils making the best 

progress. We group the children in mixed ability classes for reading and writing 

throughout the school. Children of all abilities are targeted and planned for individually 

in order for them to achieve maximum progress, within an inclusive environment. 

 

EYFS: 

Discrete phonics (15 minutes x5 per week) 

Guided Reading (15-20 minutes x5 per week) 

 

Key Stage 1: 

Discrete phonics (15 minutes x5 per week) 

Guided Reading (20 minutes x5 per week) 

English lesson (1 hour x5 per week) 

VCOP (15 minutes x5 per week) 

 

Key Stage 2: 

Guided Reading (20 minutes x5 per week) 

English lesson (1 hour x5 per week) 

VCOP (15 minutes x5 per week) 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading 
At Draycott, we believe that reading is an important life skill and we strive for all 

children to enjoy and value it. We recognise that enjoyment in reading arises from 

deriving meaning from text. It is our aim to develop and create passionate readers 

for life. 

 

 

 

Phonics 
We begin the process of learning to read in the Early Years Foundation Stage, where 

we believe that the systematic teaching of phonics is the fastest and most effective 

way of getting young children to start reading. In Nursery, the children have daily 10 

minute phonics sessions to introduce them to initial letter sounds. By the end of 

Reception, it is our expectation that all children can blend sounds and that the vast 

majority will be reading simple books. In Early Years Foundation Stage, the focus of 

writing is using phonics to write simple sentences with basic punctuation. 

We follow the ‘Letters and Sounds‛‛ programme to teach phonics. 
The teaching of synthetic phonics continues throughout Years 1 and 2. Our programme 

is structured in such a way as to ensure the teaching of phonics is systematic and that 

progress is built on from year to year. By the end of Year 2, it is our expectation that 

the vast majority of children will be fluent readers and will no longer need explicit 

phonics teaching for reading. For those children who are not at the expected level by 

the end of Year 2, they are entered into a phonics programme to ensure accelerated 

progress in Key Stage 2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Guided Reading 

 
We aim to instil a passion for reading in all our children and therefore daily guided 

reading in integral in our school curriculum. 

 

 

Baseline Expectations: 

 

- 1 to 1 reading must take place in Reception and every child must read once a 

week with an adult. 

 

- Guided Reading must take place every day in Years 1-6. This lesson should last 

at least 15 minutes. 

 

- Priority 1 to 1 reading with an adult must take place frequently for children that 

are below national expectations or target expectations (numbers of children will 

vary per class). 

 

Reciprocal Reading: 

 

At Draycott, we have adapted a reciprocal teaching approach to Guided Reading. We 

plan our Guided Reading lessons around the 4 main comprehension strategies of 

predicting, clarifying, questioning and summarising. This approach has been adapted in 

order to develop the children‛s comprehension skills and to develop their ability to 

question things themselves. Child led dialogue is an important element of this session. 

 

 

Home Reading: 

 

In EYFS, KS1 and KS2, children take home a reading book based on their reading level. 

The children change their books on set days dependent on their year group. They 

select their own reading book and they record the title in their home Reading Record 

or class folder if they are free readers. 

Children may choose texts that they are familiar with or a new text. We expect 

children to read each evening at home with their families and to make comments in the 

reading record books. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading for Pleasure: 

 

Each class has a designated Reading Corner, which is an engaging and comfortable 

environment to stimulate and engage children during quiet reading time. Each class also 

has a range of book titles for the children to choose from. These books are ‘real‛ 
stories with interesting themes, which can stimulate points for discussion. 

Many exciting and rewarding activities are arranged in school to promote the pleasure 

and knowledge that can be gained from books. Some of these events include themed 

weeks, visits by published authors, skilled story tellers from many cultures, in-school 

performances by professional theatre groups, making books, using drama, dance and 

music to illustrate texts, all taught through our creative curriculum. 

 

 

 

Writing 
At Draycott, we believe that the mastery of written language is one of the most 

powerful gifts that we can provide to our children. We believe that writing should be 

purposeful, rich and enjoyable for all. By talking through the stages of writing, the 

children will be able to think and behave like a writer.  

    From an early stage the children take part in the learning and re-telling of oral 

stories, building their confidence and enabling them to extend that development into a 

range of writing genres. 

  Children will learn to write a variety of non-fiction texts through the creative 

curriculum. These are: Explanation Writing, Journalistic Writing, Biography Writing, 

Discussion Writing, Report Writing, Instruction Writing and Persuasive Writing, to 

name a few. 

 

 

VCOP  
For 15 minutes each morning, children across school take part in VCOP related 

activities. These stimulating activities develop vocabulary, the use of connectives, 

openers and punctuation. Each classroom has a VCOP display, which feeds into Big 

Write sessions. 

 

 

 



Grammar and Spelling 

At Draycott, we firmly believe that a sound understanding of grammar will lead to an 

improved understanding of English and how the written and oral language works. 

Grammar is taught through VCOP sessions on a daily basis, in both Key Stage 1 and 2, as 

well as carrying out GPS tests in Key Stage 2 on a weekly basis, in line with the 

objectives in the new curriculum. We believe that the teaching of grammar should, as 

far as possible, feed into the writing activity that the children are undertaking and 

should not be taught in isolation. Children are taught and encouraged to use the correct 

grammatical terminology from FS2 onwards. 

All teachers follow the expectations set by the spelling guidance within the New 

Curriculum Framework 2014. In Early Years Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1, spelling 

will be taught and monitored daily through discrete phonics lesson. In Key Stage 2, 

spelling is taught 3 times a week in a 3 lesson approach of ‘investigate, practise and 
consolidate‛‛. Spellings are systematically taught according to spelling patterns. This 

then feeds into a weekly homework cycle in Key Stage 2, culminating in weekly tests. 

Handwriting 

At Draycott, we follow the ‘Joinit‛ Handwriting scheme. It is an expectation that all 

children demonstrate good posture when writing and hold their pencil/pen accordingly. 

High standards of handwriting are expected across all subjects. 

In Early Years, children practise manipulative skills in order to prepare them for 

writing. They are taught to hold a pencil effectively and form recognisable letters. 

In Key Stages 1 and 2, with the exception of Year 6, handwriting should be taught once 

a week. During this session, teachers should model the formation of letters and letter 

joins for the children to practise. From Year 2 onwards a joined script is modelled. Pen 

licenses are available for children whose script is of an appropriate standard. Our aim 

is that the majority of pupils in Year 5 and 6 are writing in pen in a neat, fluent style. 

By Year 6, children should be experienced in using pens for handwriting. When writing, 

the children will use a black pen for every day work, and a blue pen for presentation 

pieces or Big Write. 

Teachers should ensure that writing in the classroom and in pupils‛ books mirrors the 
agreed style and provides a model for the children to aspire to. 

 

Planning and Assessment 

Planning 

Planning takes place in two stages; on a half-termly basis and on a weekly basis. These 

plans reflect the expectations set out in the National Curriculum 2014. 



Long Term Planning: 

Each year group map out their learning journey for the year. This plan takes into 

consideration the coverage of all genres and the resources used. It is also used as a 

tool to ensure links between topics and writing. 

Weekly Planning: 

Every year group plans for Literacy on a weekly basis. These plans display clear 

objectives, success criteria, vocabulary, resources, use of additional adults, 

differentiation and personalised learning for children with specific needs, Assessment 

for Learning and evaluations of the lessons. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


