
Year 6 Curriculum update March 2018 

Learning Adventure 2 

EVERYBODY WANTS TO RULE THE 

WORLD! 

 

Our next learning adventure will look in depth at World War One and Two. We will be asking 

questions such as ‘how did the Great War begin?’ and ‘what was life like for soldiers on the 

frontline?’ During the adventure, the children will have lots of opportunities to investigate 

what it was like to live in the UK during wartime and how this would have affected their way 

of life. Looking in depth at how the war affected Draycott, by researching local records, as 

well as walking around the village to visit memorials, will provide an added dimension of 

how far-reaching the effects of both wars were. 

      Later, we’ll also look at WWII and how this became a worldwide conflict, answering 

questions such as ‘why did America and Canada take part in the conflict?’  And ‘how were 
the Jews treated by Hitler and the Nazis?’ We’ll also be comparing both wars to modern day 
conflicts to see how they differ. In geography, we’ll use a range of aerial maps to locate 
trenches in Belgium and France, as well as investigating the change of borders in Europe and 

the Middle East after both wars. It is also essential that we ask lots of ‘what if?’ questions to 

develop the children’s understanding of what could’ve happened if events happened 
differently. 

 

 

As part of our English lessons, we’ll be debating what 
would’ve happened if Franz Ferdinand hadn’t been shot in 
1914 and how this would’ve changed the beginning of 
WWI. An extended book study, based on Michael 

Morpurgo’s novel, Warhorse, will include a host of 
different writing styles, including the following: diary writing; an extended flashback story; a 

non-chronological report; and poems based on the life of the soldiers in the trenches. 

 

In maths, we are currently looking at ratio and proportion and statistics, which is extremely 

tricky! After we’ve completed this, we’ll be moving onto geometry and the property of 
shapes, finishing with position and direction, using coordinates in all four quadrants. Prior to 

the SATs tests in May, we’ll also spend several weeks revising everything we’ve learnt this 
year. After SATs, we’ll be able to fully link our maths work with our topic, completing 
rationing challenges as well as designing Anderson Shelters to scale. 

 

 
In PE, our residential trip to Whitehall, will include lots of challenging activities such as rock 

scrambling and abseiling, not forgetting the amazing night walk! Outdoor P.E. sessions will 

develop the children’s netball skills and, in the summer term, we’ll be visiting The Table 
Tennis Centre every Thursday afternoon. Athletics and rounders are two other areas we’ll 



be developing skills in over the summer term. During indoor sessions, we’ll be creating 
dances with an ‘electrical’ theme and creating sequences in gymnastic sessions. 
 

 

 

Science Week will include an amazing investigation that links in with our learning adventure; 

the children will take on the challenge of creating their own version of a messaging system, 

similar to those used during WWII. In order to complete the challenge successfully, they 

children will need to draw circuit diagrams and use a range of electrical equipment 

correctly.  

 

In PSHE, we’ll be looking at ‘living in the wider world’, which involves investigating 

 issues relating to human rights and what these mean to the children.                                   

Also, during the summer term, the children will take part in SRE sessions, which will cover 

sex and drugs education. We also spend lots of time preparing the children for transition to 

secondary school, including visits to the school of their choice. In R.E. we’ll be investigating 
the beliefs of Muslims and how they live their lives; what religions there are in our local 

area; and how different religions respond to global issues of human rights.  

French lessons will focus on developing the children’s ability to converse in a 
short conversation, asking their age and about the members of their family, 

as well as taking part in French playground games.  

 ICT sessions will continue to develop the children’s understanding of how to 
use the internet safely, including what to be aware of when using social media. Regarding 

coding, we’ll be using ‘Crossy Road’, a game that touches on each of the core coding 

concepts, using Hopscotch to build apps. 

Art and D.T. sessions will link in with our learning adventure, creating WWI silhouettes of 

soldiers and creating blitz pictures using colour pastels. During D.T. sessions, the challenge 

will be to make an armoured representation of an armoured vehicle that moves and to 

design a soldier’s survival kit, based on those used during WWI. 

Finally, if you have any issues or questions, please do not hesitate to speak to me at the end 

of the school day or via the school office. 

Rachel Shaw 


