
Year 4 Curriculum update February 2018 

Learning Adventure 2 

Everyone wants to rule the World! 

 
At the core of this adventure we are going to explore two key periods of British 

history The ‘Viking invasions’ of the 8th and 9th centuries and ‘The English Civil 

Wars’ of the 17th Century. Driving our adventure will be investigating lots of 

questions such as; who were the Vikings? Where did they come 

from? Why did they invade Britain? How did they survive? 

What impact do they still have on our world today? Why did we 

have the Civil Wars? Who were the cavaliers and round heads? 

Which side would you have been on? What was it 

like to live during the Civil Wars? How does the outcome of the Civil 

Wars still impact on our lives? After all these investigations we will 

be making some comparisons and hopefully drawing some 

conclusions such as, how do you defend your town from attackers? 

What motivated people to fight? How do historical artefacts and 

items help us build historical pictures? As part of the adventure we 

will also develop geographical skills by locating key countries, counties, cities 

and towns linked to our adventure; explore what geographical features made 

some places easier to defend than others and plan a journey to a place in 

England. 

 

Within literacy, as writers we will be producing stories that contain mythical, 

legendary and historical characters and settings; write non chronological 

reports and present the findings of our investigations in a variety of ways which 

inform, explain, entertain or encourage discussion. Our next class reading book 

will be ‘How to Train your Dragon’ by Cressida Cowell and I 

invite all parents to continue supporting your child’s reading 

skills by listening to them read on a daily basis.  

 

Maths missions linked to our adventure and which complement our core maths 

teaching, will include solving problems linked to fractions, measurement of time 

and distance, and geometry worked based on position and direction. We will also 

continue to develop calculation skills with a strong  focus on pupils becoming 

more secure with their Times Tables I have seen pupils gradually growing in 

confidence and with continued parental  support I feel confident that all our 

year 4 pupils will be able to recite their times tables up to 12 by the end of the 

academic year.  
 

As I am now sure you are now aware year 4 have begun swimming lessons and 

these will continue throughout the summer term. In PE pupils will continue to 



develop running, jumping, throwing, catching and team work skills, through a 

range of sports. 

 

Science week takes place during the last week of the spring 

term and offers an exciting opportunity to undertake a number 

of investigations based around sound; What is it?, How is it 

created? How does it travel? Armed with this key knowledge 

pupils will then find out how defenders used sound as an early 

warning system before tackling an enterprise challenge to create something 

that will make the loudest sound over a distance of approximately 100metres. 

We shall also explore states of matter by discovering how different materials 

can be sorted and how some of them can change from one state to another. All 

the noise of our science work will contrast with our music lessons which will 

investigate how silence is often needed in music and the affect it can have. 
 

Our PHSE work will continue to explore means of ensuring we remain healthy 

and well with a particular focus on resilience. During the summer term we will be 

exploring ‘rights and responsibilities focusing on rules, laws, human rights, 

children’s rights and peaceful means of resolving differences; many of these 

issues will link quite neatly into our work around the English Civil Wars. As part 

of RE there will be a focus on comparing different religious beliefs and 

exploring the lives and impact of inspirational people. 

 

As part of Modern Languages we will continue to develop our 

French vocabulary and speaking skills focusing on simple phrases 

such as being able to introduce themselves in French and 

describing a place or object.  

 

ICT work will continue to focus on ensuring pupils know what is meant 

by the term ‘e safety’ and have the tools and understanding to 

protect themselves. We will also create a simple coding programme to 

direct a group of invading Vikings; use the internet to investigate 

facts about the Vikings and English Civil Wars and use strategies to cross check 

and verify information. 

 

Art work will involve recreating Viking runes and exploring how they used 

symbols, curves and patterns in their drawings, we will also investigate and 

study Stuart portraits by looking at how objects in the background often helped 

tell a story about the person who was being painted.  

 

Finally… 

Parents, if you have any questions please do not hesitate to talk to me at the 

end of the school day or contact me via the school office. 

Mr Kane 


