
VIOLET CLASS LEARNING ADVENTURE: AUTUMN TERM     

SEPTEMBER 2018 
A BIG WELCOME FROM MRS LEAFE AND VIOLET CLASS! As you will have heard from the 

children, this is shaping up to be be a year of, excitement, animation, exhilaration and 

anticipation! We will be aiming to develop skills; widen our knowledge and understanding of 

our history and of how our society has been shaped. We will experience lots of new things 

which will enable each pupil to continue to gain the confidence and motivation they need to 

make progress.  

 

Our learning adventure for this term is called 

‘What Makes a Great Empire? The children have 

already identified lots of wonderful ways to find 

out about all things historical, past, former, 

bygone and much more! 

Our exploits will be historical, geographical, 

creative and collaborative and will also, of 

course, include lots of active ways of discovering 

more about our nation’s past and how our lives 
today have been shaped. As usual, the children 

will be deciding exactly how they’d like to carry 
out their learning, over the coming weeks. 

 

 

We’ll be putting on our white coats and looking at how to compare and group together 

everyday materials on the basis of their properties, including their hardness, solubility, 

transparency, conductivity (electrical and thermal), and response to magnets. We’ll be 
carrying out exciting investigations and learning, through these, how mixtures might be 

separated, including through filtering, sieving and evaporating. We will also endeavour to 

demonstrate that dissolving, mixing and changes of state are reversible changes, and 

explain that some changes result in the formation of new materials.  

 

Reading and Writing will, where possible, be linked to our Adventure work.   

To begin with, we will be reading and discussing and basing our own writing on a collection 

of works put together by Malorie Blackman: ‘Unheard 
Voices’ (A powerful anthology of poetry and prose that 

allows the unheard voices of those subjected to slavery to 

reach out from the past to the present). We will also look at 

the purpose, intended audience and features of both 

recount and explanation texts and write our own examples, 

based on our research and wider learning gained through 

our Learning Adventure.  

 



Building on previous knowledge, we will continue to work on key mathematical areas of 

number, place value and calculation, with an increasing focus on applying skills through 

problem solving challenges. We shall be looking in-depth at decimal numbers and how to 

multiply and divide by 10,100 and 1000, then moving on to statistics. Mental Maths is also a 

focus area, as are times tables! It would be wonderful if you could find time each week to 

support your child by testing them regularly on their times tables and mental arithmetic 

skills. It would also be great if you could encourage them, where possible, to work on 

Mathletics, as this will form part of their weekly homework and is also a thoroughly 

enjoyable way to engage with Maths. 

 

 this term will be on Wednesdays (Swimming) and Fridays ; please ensure your child has 

their kit with them and that they have suitable clothing for outdoor PE.   

 

The children will continue to have fortnightly French sessions, which they are enjoying and 

doing a great job with.  

 

 is a big factor in much of our work and will generally be taught through our 

learning adventure and our English and Maths sessions, rather than stand-alone sessions. 

Some of the internet safety and programming skills will continue to be taught in separately, 

where necessary. 

 

focus areas this term will be about Beliefs. We will be exploring and answering questions 

such as: What is a belief? How does it differ from knowledge? How do peoples’ beliefs impact on the 
world? 

 

We will continue to listen to lots of different types of music and sing many different songs. 

The children will also be enjoying learning the basics of playing a ukulele and using notation, 

through our Friesland University visits and begin playing recorders, within our class sessions. 

 

In addition to Maths and English homework, the children will be given Learning 

Adventure Homework to complete every 2 weeks. These are intended to be fun learning 

experiences which they can share with you. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to talk to me at the end of the school day.  

 

With thanks for your continued support, 

Mrs Leafe 

 

 

 


