
Learning Adventure Letter September 2018 

Gold Class! 

This year, the children will experience a range of exciting and 

challenging activities and learning adventures. They’ll develop 
their ability to become resourceful and independent while also 

building a range of skills in lots of different subject areas. We 

want them to develop a ‘can do’ approach to learning, 
understanding that it’s ok to get things wrong: this often 
enables them to further develop their knowledge and 

confidence in the classroom. By working with enthusiasm and commitment, we 

will all have a fantastic time this year! 

Our first Learning Adventure, ‘What 
Makes a Great Empire?’, will explore the 

rise of the British Empire, asking 

questions such as, ‘How did the British 

Empire develop? And ‘Which countries 

were involved and why? As well as, ‘How 

did the British treat local people?’ During 

this adventure, we’ll follow the lives of 
slaves shipped from Africa to America as 

well as investigating the life on board a ship bound for Australia, populated by 

convicts!  

 

Literacy sessions will link closely with our learning adventure, focusing on a 

range of stories based on accounts written by slaves in Africa and the 

Americas. Over the course of the adventure, they will write short stories and 

recounts retelling the lives and experiences of the slaves and slavers. As well as 

this, a range of sources will be used to support the children with writing 

detailed reports explaining the rise of the empire and how this affected trade 

and industry.  

Weekly homework will consist of weekly spellings, which will 

be given out on Monday and tested every Friday. Reading is 

still incredibly important in Year Six and, as part of the 

journey to ‘Hogwarts’, it’s still expected that the children will 
read a minimum of four times a week to earn a gold coin. 

  



In order to become amazing mathematicians, we’ll be taking part in a ‘Time 
Zone’ challenge! This involves stepping into the shoes of a ship’s captain during 
the 1800s and working out the speed of the boat based on how many knots 

passed through a sailor’s hands as well as plotting different time zones around 

the world. In science, we’ll be using our maths skills to produce a series of 

graphs, linked to the work of Charles Darwin and the ‘Battle of the Beaks’ 
investigation. 

 Homework includes weekly challenges set on the fantastic Mathletics website; 

each activity will be linked to the topics covered in the classroom to enhance 

their learning as well as having lots of fun along the way! 

In Science, we’ll be looking at the work and findings of 
Charles Darwin and his theories of evolution. This will include 

taking part in several investigations, including the ‘evolution of 
biscuits’ and the ‘battle of the beaks’, which will both take 

place in our new STEM science 

room!  

Art sessions will focus on 

developing your child’s painting skills, through 

experimenting with a range of techniques and 

brushstrokes, while producing paintings depicting 

elements of the Great Exhibition of 1851.  

P.E. will include developing cricket skills as well as having the fantastic 

opportunity of taking part in a series of yoga sessions provided by an outside 

agency. French and Music will take place fortnightly, building on skills developed 

in Year Five. In ICT, we’ll continue to look at safety and use the laptops to 

develop programming skills. In R.E., we’ll be looking at a variety of beliefs and 
how they impact on others. 

If you have any questions, then please do not hesitate to contact me through 

the school office.  

Kind regards, 

Rachel Shaw 

 



 

 

 

 


