
 

 

What Makes a Great Empire? How have Trade and Transport Shaped Our World?   
 

 

Creative Launch: Art and Empire – Reproducing portrayals of The British 

Empire, from around the World. 

Questions to Address (open and 

closed) 
Why did the Empire start and what did Britain 

gain from it? In what ways did the third world 

nations suffer as a result of the British Empire? 

How did they benefit? What can we learn about 

this period from biographies and 

autobiographies written during the British 

Empire era? What were the most significant 

events within the British Empire era? Who was 

William Wilberforce and what part did he play in 

the abolition of slavery?How have different 

artists captured the Empire?  

Pupil Questions to address 

Why did people think it was OK to make other 

people slaves? 

Final Challenge The British Empire: Advertising A fun and interesting activity that will make the 

pupils consider their perception of the British Empire through interpretations of adverts/ The VIOLET 

Empire- Invasion and Slavery – Drama. 

Literacy Links 
Narrative – Write a story, in the style of a piece 

of classic writing, about the experiences of a 

slave. 

Recount – Write a recount about an aspect of the 

Slave Trade. 

Explanation – Write an explanation text about the 

evolution and eventual abolition of the Slave 

Trade within the British Empire. 

Persuasion – Write persuasively, on the subject of 

the Slave Trade within the British Empire. 

Numeracy Links 
Statistics – Compare population statistics from 

start to end of British Empire, plus mortality 

amongst slaves during slave trade era. 

Area and Perimeter 

ICT Skills and Links 
 

Collect and analyse different 

types of data, centred 

around the themes of 

Empire, Trade and the Slave 

using technology.  

  

 

 

Key Skills to be developed in foundation subjects 

History 
Select and combine information from more than one source.  

Make a reasoned judgement about the validity of the different representations of the past.  

Recognise some of the strengths and limitations in terms of archaeological evidence.  

Talk about why some written sources may give a negative view or account. 

Compare and contrast features of historical periods identifying similarities and differences.  

Describe and analyse the impact of change within and between periods in the past.  

Select and organise information making accurate and effective use of dates and terminology. 

Describe features of past events and make links between them.  

Interpret and evaluate a key historical event from more than one perspective or view point.  

 Support evaluations with a range of evidence. 

Geography 
Talk about and compare a wide range of locations, countries, and continents around the world, 

including a region within North or South America. 

Use a range of equipment and maps to conduct independent fieldwork. 

Art 
Create a piece of art work which includes the integration of digital images taken 

Combine graphics and text based on research 

Keep notes in sketch books as to develop work further 

Use sketch books to compare and discuss ideas with others 

Music 
Make use of a range of expressive elements in own performance.  

 Explain the processes of a range of musical genre and styles.  

Use notation and appropriate musical devices,to create a score. 

Compare, improve and perform a range of melodies and songs. 

Listen to, discuss and analyse a range of music. 

Design & Technology 

Modern Foreign Languages 
Identify and spell an increasing range of words accurately 

Read aloud using increasingly accurate pronunciation and intonation. 

Curriculum Extension 
Trips – Galleries of Justice  

Visits – Expert on Matthew Flinders – Talk with Years 5 and 6 Enterprise 

 

Science skills, Investigations and Links 

(No links so Science work will be focused on 

properties and changes in materials).  
Distinguish between an object and the material from which it is 

made  

 

Identify and name a variety of everyday materials, including wood, 

plastic, glass, metal, water, and rock  

 

Describe the simple physical properties of a variety of everyday 

materials  

 

Compare and group together a variety of everyday materials on the 

basis of their simple physical properties. 

https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/The-British-Empire-Advertising-6026878

