
Curriculum Letter Summer 2019 

Indigo Year 4 

How did Steam change everything? 

How did people travel about and move goods before trains? Why did the 

invention of steam power have such a dramatic impact on our country? What 

role did a simple water pump play in the 

invention of steam engines? By delving into 

the past, we aim to find possible answers 

to these questions as well as experience 

what it was like to be a child working in a 

steam powered cotton mill in the 18th 

century. Drawing on these experiences, we 

then aim to investigate the impact of the industrial revolution on our own area 

and discover how it shaped Draycott.  

English work will link closely to our learning adventure, beginning with a 

historical novel set in Cromford. Will examine the language used by mill owners 

who tried to persuade people to take a job in the mill in the 18th explore 

recounts, biographies and speeches of that time and develop play scripts from 

our role play work at Cromford Mill. 

Please continue to encourage your children at home by ensuring that they read 

at least four times each week and help them to learn their weekly spellings, your 

support is invaluable! 
 

Why do we need train timetables and how were they developed? Are questions 

that both lead into our areas of mathematics where we will be focusing on 

telling the time. In addition to this, we will be exploring 

statistics and geometry – looking at the properties of 

shape and continue building upon the children’s previous 

knowledge and understanding of number. As I am sure 

you are aware the big challenge for year 4 pupils is to 

learn ALL their times tables up to 12x12 by the end of 

the year. They have already been making fantastic progress through the year 

and if your children can use ‘Matheletics’ and ‘Times Table Rockstars’ online 

please encourage them to do so, as this will really support their learning! There 

will also be an opportunity for children to attend a weekly times table club.  

Investigating how to create an electrical circuit, discovering what conducts 

electricity and exploring ways to make electricity will all form part of our 

Science investigations during the summer term. This knowledge will in turn 

support our Design and Technology work. 



 

In developing our geographical skills, we will aim to use maps to explore how the 

geographical shape of Draycott grew and was changed as a result of trains and 

the industrial revolution. Taking this knowledge and understanding, we can then 

investigate how the growth of trains changed the geography of our country. 

  

PE this term will include developing multisport and 

athletics skills. Swimming lessons will begin on 

Wednesday 1st of May and continue through till July. 

 

There will be alternate French and Music lessons, which aim to build on skills 

developed in previous lessons. Computing will continue to develop e-safety 

awareness, the development of software skills, handling data and multimedia. 

In Art we will be investigating geometric shapes and aim to 

create a 2 part paper stencil. Using knowledge and skills 

developed over the previous terms, there will also be 

opportunities to make a range of drawings of artefacts and 

images commenting on distinctive features and compare how 

artists from different periods express and represent their 

ideas.  

 

Our RE will focus on how believers show their commitment during the journey of 

life and in PSHE, we will be looking at Rights and Responsibilities in the wider 

World – this will reinforce our work on Global issues from Spring Term.  

Homework: In addition to weekly spellings, using TT Rockstars and Mathletics, 

please could you support children with reading and learning their times tables? 

A take-away menu is also available for children to select different activities 

from, to broaden their understanding.  

Finally… if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to talk to me at the 
end of school, or arrange an appointment before school via the office, if this is 

more helpful.  

Best wishes, 

Mr Kane 

 

 

 


