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VIOLET YEAR 5 

WHAT WAS SO AMAZING ABOUT ANCIENT EGYPT? 
As you will 

have heard from the children, this year has so far, been one of fascination, fact-finding, 
fastidiousness and facilitation! Through our exciting new learning adventure, we will be 
aiming to build on our many and varied skills and to widen our knowledge and 
understanding of another important period of History. 
  

Our learning adventure for this term is called 
‘What was so Amazing about Ancient Egypt?’ 
and the children are looking forward to 
identifying lots of fabulous ways to find out 
about all things Ancient Egyptian. 
Our adventures will involve the ancient, 
archival, antecedent and amazing, and will 

again, include lots of interesting ways of helping us to understand and compare periods of 
history. As usual, the children will be continuing to decide exactly how they’d like to carry 
out their learning, over the coming weeks.   

We’ll be, once again, putting on our white coats and 
looking scientifically, at the Earth in Space. We will 
describe the movement of the Earth, and other planets, 
relative to the Sun in our Solar System and use the idea 
of the Earth’s rotation to explain day and night and the 
apparent movement of the sun across the sky. We will 
learn how the Sun is a star at the centre of our Solar 
System and that it has eight planets: Mercury, Venus, 
Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune. We’ll 
also discuss how Pluto was reclassified as a ‘dwarf planet’ in 2006. 
 

Reading and Writing will, where possible, be linked to our 
Learning Adventure work.  To begin with, we will be reading, 
discussing and basing our own writing on traditional stories 
and in particular, myths and legends. We will also look at the 
purpose, intended audience and features of discussion and 
balanced arguments and through these, debate issues which 
are currently important to the children. 

 
Building on our previous knowledge, we will spend a large part of the term on Decimals, looking at 

how to add and subtract decimals within 1; find decimal compliments to 1 and multiply and divide 

decimals by 10,100 and 1000. Tricky stuff!  



 
is also a focus area, as are times tables! It would be 

wonderful if you could continue to find time each week to support 
your child by testing them regularly on their times tables and 
mental arithmetic skills. It would also be great if you could continue 
to encourage them, where possible, to work on Mathletics, is a 
thoroughly enjoyable way to engage with Maths. 
 

this term will be Gymnastics and Athletics; please ensure your child has their kit with 

them and that they have suitable clothing for outdoor PE.   
 

The children will continue to have fortnightly French sessions, through which they will learn 
hold a simple conversation and use their knowledge of French grammar, to speak correctly. 
They will also aim to understand a short story in French and begin to use the context of a 
passage to understand unfamiliar French words. 

is a big factor in much of our work and will 

generally be taught through our learning adventure and our 
English and Maths sessions, rather than stand-alone sessions. 
Some of the internet safety and programming skills will 
continue to be taught in separately, where necessary.  
 

focus areas this term will be about Poverty and Wealth and we’ll be asking questions such 

as: What is poverty? Why should we challenge it? What do religions do to challenge poverty? What 
does the Bible say about dealing with money? How should money be used & valued? 
What are the teachings of Guru Nanak? 

 

We will continue to listen to lots of different types 
of music, so that we can compare and evaluate it 
and explain why we think it is successful. We’ll also 
study famous composers and explain our preferences. The children will also be continuing 
with learning the basics of playing a recorder and using notation, to accompany songs from 
our Charanga lessons. Through this, we will aim to suggest improvements to our own work 
and that of others. 
 

In addition to Mathletics, Reading and Spelling homework, the children will be 

given Learning Adventure Homework to complete every 2 weeks. These are intended to be 
fun learning experiences which they can share with you.  

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to talk to me at the end of the school day.  
 
With thanks for your continued support, 
Mrs Leafe 
 
 
 


